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Montag, 29. August — DIE STADT ALS HISTORISCHES IMAGE
15:00: Krassimir Terziev (Kiinstler, Sofia): ,,Entschuldigung, in welcher Stadt befinde
ich mich?"

I will start my presentation with a screening of the re-edited (for single screen) version of the
dual channel video installation “A Movie”.

The project stages a “real film production” with the shaping of a production team, the release
of a call for extras, the casting of the candidates and the organisation of a full shooting day.
The stage is a film set, built and used by previously shot italian film productions at the
“Boyana” Film Centre (the main infrastructure facility of the local film industry). The extras are
dressed in stage costumes from the specialised wardrobe of the "Boyana” Film Centre (a
collection of historical costumes left from film productions in the past decades). At 10 a.m. a
group of 50 extras is lead to the film set and left there to wait for further instructions and a
signal for the start of the “"action"”. Such a moment never comes. Three cameras from
different angles follow the behaviour of the people during the long hours of waiting. This
process goes on for 5 hours. Then the group is dismissed without further explanations.

“A MOVIE"” shows this very sequence of time, while all these people are waiting and doing
nothing but wandering around on the edge between fiction and reality.

This is my point of departure from which I will develop several directions of discussing the
difficulties of shaping the image of the city of Sofia. I will show a series of key urban sites,
where attempts of representation by various institutions create controversies of interpretation
of space. I will also make transparent the battles of bringing to the fore different ideologies or
historical periods on which identity could be fixated.
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